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IMPORTANT DATES   
 Time Details 

May   

Wednesday 17 6.30pm – 7.30pm Grade Prep – 6 Parent Spelling Information Session 

Thursday 18 9.00am – 10.00am Grade Prep – 6 Parent Spelling Information Session 

Friday 19 1.00pm Transition Sports Room 12A & 12B 

Thursday 25 7.00pm – 8.00pm Foundation (Prep) 2018 Information Session 

Friday 26 9.00am – 11.00am 
9.30am – 10.30am 
10.50am 
1.00pm 

Open Morning Education Week – Class Activities 
Foundation (Prep) 2018 Information Session Repeat 
QHPS Choir Performance 
Transition Sports Room 12A & 12B 

June   

Thursday 1 – 10  China OSLE 

Thursday 1 Various First Aid in Schools Incursion 

Monday 5 9.00am PFA Meeting 

Tuesday 6 TBA Regional Cross Country – qualified students only 

Wednesday 7 All Day Grade 5/6 Girls & Boys Soccer 

Tuesday 6 & Wednesday 7 Various Gym program begins Prep – Grade 4 only 

Friday 9 1.00pm Transitions Sports Room 12A & 12B 

Monday 12 June  All Day Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday  

Tuesday 13 & Wednesday 14 Various Gym program continues 

Tuesday 20 Various Gym program continues 

Wednesday 21 All Day Parent/Teacher Interviews – Pupil Free Day 

Friday 23 10.00am Transition Sports Room 12A & 12B 

Monday 26 – 29 All Day Urban Camp Grade 5/6 

Tuesday 27 - Thursday 29 Various Gym Program concludes 

Friday 30 2.30pm End of Term 2 

July   

Monday 17 9.00am Start of Term 3 

 
 
 
 
 

Principal: Jo Menzel 
School Council President: Tim Shanahan 
PFA President: Kasslea Shaw 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 

 

~OUR VALUES~ 
 
Integrity: 
Being true to oneself 
Being honest 
Owning our choices 
Respecting people, 
property & 
environment 
Being Positive 
ambassadors for 
QHPS. 
 
Sense of Belonging: 
Feeling safe 
Being part of a 
community 
Being inclusive and 
accepting 
Being committed to 
friendliness and 
caring for others. 
 
Passion for Learning: 
Being curious, 
inquisitive, active 
thinkers and engaged 
learners. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

   

Our Purpose: 
To provide a creative and nurturing 
learning environment that enables 
everyone to achieve their personal best. 

2017 TERM DATES 
Term 1 January 31 – March 31 
Term 2 Tuesday April 18 – June 30 
Term 3 July 17 – September 22 
Term 4 October 9 – December 22 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope that all of our mothers and special friends had a wonderful Mothers’ Day last weekend. I would like to sincerely 
thank our community for their generous donations and the PFA for organising and wrapping the gifts, and for running 
the stall.   
Sometimes this is the first opportunity for children to make an independent decision about what they will purchase. It 
is always a joy to see their excitement and pride with their choice of gift.  Precious indeed! 
 

New Building Update 
Since the ‘turning of the first sod’ on Friday, it has been all systems go with our building project. The school has been 
abuzz with power tools this week.  We have work beginning on the new bathroom and storage space adjoining Room 4. 
Walls have been demolished and reframing has begun. 
The covered walkway heading out towards the portables has been dismantled and groundwork is being done to build a 
retaining wall.  
There is noise coming from every which way! The students are coping really well given the intensity of the noise at 
times.  
Included in today’s newsletter are some photos of the day on Friday. Four generations of the Balsillie family were in 
attendance for the occasion, which was very special.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Education Week 
Education Week begins next week, running from May 21st through to May 27th. This 
year’s theme is Health Mind, Healthy Body. 
During the week, we will be running two Prospective Parent Information Sessions.  The first is scheduled for Thursday, 
May 25th at 7.00pm, with the other being offered on Friday, May 26th at 9.30am.  
Our Open Morning will be held on Friday, May 26th from 9.30am – 11.00am. Parents are invited to visit classrooms and 
join in activities with their children. 
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The 2017 Attitudes to School Survey 
As mentioned in a previous newsletter, the Attitudes to School survey will be conducted at our school between 
Monday May 22nd to Friday June 23rd. The survey takes 20-30 minutes to complete and occurs during your child's class 
time. 
Students from Grades 4, 5 and 6 will participate in the survey. Your child will complete the survey online during school 
hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool. The survey results will be reported back to the school in Term 3.  
Your child will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey. The student login is an assigned identifier that 
may be used by the Department to combine data for research purposes only. Your child’s privacy and the 
confidentiality of your child’s survey responses will be protected at all times. No identifiable personal data is included in 
the survey response file. 
This survey is not a test and your child has the right to refuse or withdraw from the survey at any point before, during, 
or after completion. 
 

School Council 
Main items from Monday night’s meeting: 

 Approval of documentation for the upcoming Overseas Learning Experience to China (June 1st – 10th) 

 Approval of documentation for the Grade 5/6 Melbourne Urban Camp 

 Update of the new building process (as outlined above) 

 Sun Smart Policy updated 

 Discussion about pros and cons of corporate sponsorship 

 
Parenting the in-between years By Michael Grose 
The in-between ‘tween’ years can be challenging for parents. Here’s 5 ways for parents 
to negotiate these years. 
 
Toddlers and teenagers have traditionally been the stages that are most problematic for 
parents. Toddlers have a bad reputation as their body outgrows their brain, which is testing for a parent’s patience and 
their ability to manage behaviour. The teen period with its massive physical and emotional changes requires parents to 
make significant changes to their parenting and communication methods. Personally, this was a stage that tested my 
communication skills to the limit. It seemed that every conversation with one of my teenage children was like going for 
a job interview. I had to concentrate on every word I said to make sure there was no misinterpretation or argument. 
 
There's a third stage that causes stress and anxiety for parents - the tween stage.  This is the age from 8 - 12-year-
olds that bridges childhood and adolescence and it often goes under the radar when we talk about stressful 
developmental stages.  
 
Tween issues are complex 
 
The issues that parents face when raising toddlers such as sleep, obstinence, eating and separation worries seem 
simple compared to the complexities that parents face with tweens including social media, bullying, friendships and 
puberty.  
 
This is an age when kids are maturing at different speeds, which can impact dramatically on how they see themselves. 
It seems also that the relationship between girls and their mothers can be strained during this stage, although dads and 
daughters aren't immune from testy times either. Boys also have difficulty negotiating this age but they have an innate 
naivety, which saves them from much of the angst that many girls face. 
 
This is a stage when children need their parents but the shift to puberty and the accompanying social pressures means 
you may have to shift your parenting gears well before you are ready. Here are five ideas to help you stay connected to 
your tween: 
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1. Spend real & close time together 
Most kids are great when you get them one-on-one, but getting the chance to spend some time away from a digital 
device or screen with a young person today is seriously hard.  But close personal time is how you can talk to your child 
and provide the support they need during these times of transition. Make the opportunity to spend some idle, chatting 
time with your tween. 
 
2. Allow them to have two faces 
Many children in the in-between years wear two faces. They have a face for the outside world of their peers and one 
for home and their family. The outside face maybe a little older, and have more attitude than you'd like, so try to gently 
manipulate that face into something softer.  Recognise that the tough or older exterior maybe his or her way of coping 
or gaining acceptance. On the other hand, you may find your tween acts and plays like a young child while at 
home. Make room for this to happen.  
 
3. Create the path for greater independence 
Many children at this age want more freedom and independence, but they frequently don't know how to ask for 
it. Recognise that healthy development at this stage involves expanding their horizons into different areas of 
endeavour (hobbies, interests, subjects at school) and around their neighbourhood. Set limits, and expect them to stick 
to them. Give them more responsibility, not less as they move into the tween years. 
 
4. Explain the changes that are going on 
Puberty begins as young as eight for some girls, a little later for boys. It begins before we see any changes to body 
shape or form. Many children battle their physiology (and their feelings) at this stage, while we parents focus on their 
psychology ("What's he trying out now?") so calmly explain the changes that are going on while teaching them how to 
manage their emotions.  
 
5. Remember, it's not personal 
I haven't met a parent who doesn't take the cutting/sarcastic/hurtful remarks that a tween can make personally. That’s 
why parenting tweens can be hard emotional labour. It can also be a sad time as your child is moving from one stage to 
the next. In a sense, you give birth twice - to a child first and then again to a teen. The second gestation is longer and in 
some ways more painful. But life does get better and more bearable with time. 
Most parents are raising tweens when they have a lot going on in their own lives. Partners, work, friends and broader 
family are competing for your attention at the very time when your tween maybe challenging you. If you can simplify 
your life even just a little during this stage you may find that the some of the stresses of raising a tween start to 
disappear or at least seem less complex and hard to bear. 
 

Following on from last week regarding the current trend of fidget spinners, here is another point of view about these 
devices.  Thank you to everyone who has chatted to me or emailed me with their thoughts. It is fantastic to have the 
conversation. 
http://lemonlimeadventures.com/5-reasons-to-ban-fidget-spinners-from-every-classroom-in-america/ 
 
PREP 2018 - Enrolment 
I ask that all parents who are wishing to enrol their child in Prep at Quarry Hill Primary School for next year, 2018, 
should make contact with the school office to organise this process.  A reminder that there are Department guidelines 
that determine that Quarry Hill has a ‘School Neighbourhood Zone’.  Those families living outside of the school zone are 
certainly able to make enquiries and are able to complete an interim enrolment form.  The enrolment form and a copy 
of the child’s birth certificate and immunisation record must be returned to school by Friday June 30th, 2017.  
If your child will not be returning to Quarry Hill Primary school in 2018 I ask that you also let the office know. 
 
Jo Menzel 
Principal  
 
 
 
 
 

http://lemonlimeadventures.com/5-reasons-to-ban-fidget-spinners-from-every-classroom-in-america/
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 
Passion for Learning 
Adah S (Room 9) for her enthusiastic approach to all classroom tasks. 
Edwin T (Room 4) for consistently showing excellent work habits & presenting neat work. 
Charli H (Room 15A) for her excellent persuasive writing work. 
Persistence 
Lucien P (Room 7) for his quick recall of number facts. 
Lachlan V (Room 1) for his effort & persistence in Reading. 
Adrian L (Room 10B) for showing excellent persistence when finishing his procedure “Fairy Bread” with all of the 

features. 
Confidence 
Stella H (Room 12B) for completing another fantastic week of Grade 6. You showed brilliant confidence with your 

speech at the turning of the sod. 
Eddie H (Room 8) for confidently composing four descriptive sentences about the Star of the Week. 
Ava R (Room 3) for consistently producing & presenting work to an exceptional standard across all curriculum 

areas. 
Integrity 
Olivia S (Room 14A) for always being a kind & helpful member of our grade. 
Organisation 
Kiandra IS (Room 12A) for being super organised with supplies to create her diorama.  
 
 
PARKING AROUND SCHOOL 
We have had a visit from the Parking Inspectors from COGB today concerned about the number of cars parking illegally 
on the nature strips around the school and in the short term before and after school bays. They have issued warnings 
to those cars parked illegally however advise that in future fines will be issued. Please adhere to the parking signs 
around the school and please do not park on the nature strips. 
 
 
CHOIR COMPETITION 
The Quarry Hill Primary Choir will again be competing in the Bendigo Competitions.  This year it will be held on 9th June 
at the Capital Theatre.   
A permission note will be sent home in the next couple of weeks, so please keep your eye out for it and send it back to 
Miss Steele ASAP to ensure the maximum number of students are able to participate.  
Students will need to be taken to the theatre steps to meet up with Miss Steele by 9am and we will take the bus back 
to school once the competition has concluded. 
We were so proud to be awarded an A for presentation last year in the competition.  So, to ensure a consistent 
presentation, full winter uniform is required, including a dark top, long dark pants and school jumper.  If possible (but 
not essential) it would be great if students were able to wear plain dark shoes for the performance.  If hair accessories 
are worn, please make sure they are dark blue also.  Please let Miss Steele know ASAP if you would like to borrow a 
dark top or long pants for your child for the morning.  
 
FIRST AID IN SCHOOLS 
St John Ambulance will visit our school on Thursday June 1st to deliver free First Aid in Schools training to our students.  
Through the First Aid in Schools program, trained St John presenters lead students from P-6 through tailored sessions 
on the importance of First Aid and what to do in the event of an emergency.  Our junior students learn about how to 
identify when there is an emergency, keeping themselves safe, and how to call for an ambulance.  Senior students learn 
about delivering CPR (cardiopulmonary resuscitation) and the things they can do to assist in an emergency. 
If you do not wish for your child to participate in this activity, please see your class teacher.  
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Do you hold a concession card?  
If so you may be eligible for CSEF. 

 
CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the 
costs of school excursions, camps and sporting activities.  
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you 
may be eligible for CSEF. The annual CSEF amount per student is:  
 

 $125 for primary school students  

 $225 for secondary school students  
 
Please call into the office with your concession card and complete an application form 

NOW. 

 
2017 Prep Uniform Pack for CSEF recipients 
As part of the Victorian Government’s Affordable Uniform Program, every Prep 
government school student who is a recipient of the Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund 
(CSEF) automatically qualifies for a uniform pack voucher. Please see the office with 
your concession card. 
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GYM PROGRAM PREP - GRADE 4 ONLY 
The Gym program will begin for Prep to Grade 4 students on Tuesday June 6 at Jets Gymnastics. Notes have been sent 
home and are required back at school with payment as soon as possible. This year the Grade 5/6 students will not be 
participating in Gym. Gym dates and times are as follows:- 
 

DATE TIME ROOM 

Tuesday June 6, 13, 20 & 27 9.30am – 10.30am 7 & 8 

 10.30am – 11.30am 5 & 1 

 11.30am – 12.30pm 2 & 10A 

 12.30pm – 1.30pm 10B & 4 

Wednesday June 7 & 14  9.30am – 10.30am 14A & 14B 

 10.30am – 11.30am 15A & 15B 

Wednesday 28 & Thursday 29 9.30am – 10.30am 14A & 14B 

 10.30am – 11.30am 15A & 15B 

   
Please note that there will be no Gym on Wednesday June 21 as there is a Pupil Free Day for Parent/Teacher 
interviews. This session will be made up on Thursday June 29th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT PFA MEETING IS MONDAY JUNE 5th AT 9.00AM. 

 
 
A big thank you to all the volunteers that helped out 
on the Mother’s Day stall on Friday morning and to the 
families that donated gifts for PFA to sell. The students 
really enjoyed choosing their gifts for their special 
someone, and I hope you enjoyed receiving these gift 
too. 
 
 

 
 
 

LADIES NIGHT OUT @ FRANKIE & CO 
 
PFA are holding a Ladies Night Out on Thursday May 25th at 7.00pm.  This will be a small 
fundraising event at Frankie & Co clothing, 35 Wills St Bendigo.  Get your friends together 
for a fun night. Everyone is welcome to come along; it is a great way to meet the members.  
There will be drinks and nibbles, and NO obligation to buy, only to have FUN.   
 
As part of the night we are raffling off a Kylie jacket, 
(https://frankieandco.com.au/collections/tops-jackets/products/kylie-jacket-grey-1) for 
$2.00 a ticket or 3 tickets for $5.00. Raffle tickets are on sale in the office from today and 
PFA will be in the quadrangle on Friday after assembly selling them. There will also be a 
door prize at the event for one lucky attendee of a mixed hamper. 
 
Kasslea Shaw 
PFA President 

P.F.A News 

https://frankieandco.com.au/collections/tops-jackets/products/kylie-jacket-grey-1


Quarry Hill Primary School, 25 Peel Street, Bendigo  3550   Phone: 5443 3537    
Email: quarry.hill.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au     Fax: 5442 7590 
  Website:www.quarryhillps.vic.edu.au     Mobile: 0427 595 073 

 

            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Quarry Hill Primary School, 25 Peel Street, Bendigo  3550   Phone: 5443 3537    
Email: quarry.hill.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au     Fax: 5442 7590 
  Website:www.quarryhillps.vic.edu.au     Mobile: 0427 595 073 

ROOM 10B WRITING 
 
 
 
Ted - We've been doing procedures the last few weeks in  
writing. They have steps, materials, goal and a title. For Grade 2 
you need at least 5 steps and 5 materials. My favourite 
procedure that I have written is 'Scaring 963'. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Aimee - In our writing we are learning how to write a procedure. 
When we write a procedure, we should have a title, a goal, 
ingredients and 5 steps. The best procedures that I have written are 
'Making Toast' and 'Making Fairy Bread'.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paddy - In writing we are learning how to write procedures. In the 
goal you have to have 'how' and 'to' which means you command 
someone to do something. My favourite procedure that I have 
written is 'Potion 150' 


