
Information Session for 
Prospective 2018 Families



Our Purpose Statement:
‘To provide a creative and nurturing 

learning community that enables 
everyone to achieve their personal best.’

Our School Values:
Integrity, Belonging and Passion for 

Learning



Capping of Enrolment Numbers
• Following consultation in 2015 between the Department 

of Education and Training (DET), the Quarry Hill PS 
School Council and the Principal, a decision was make 
that the school restrict its enrolments to the limits 
imposed by accommodation restraints.

• Accordingly, DET guidelines have determined that the 
school should device a defined area, called the ‘School 
Neighbourhood Zone’. This zone has been devised taking 
into consideration the location of other local Primary 
Schools.

• The school has been given a capping figure of 375 
students, based on the size of the school site and future 
building works.



Capping of Enrolment Numbers



Capping of Enrolment Numbers

The following guidelines now apply for schools with 
enrolment ceilings -

When there is insufficient accommodation at a school for 
all students who seek entry, students are enrolled in the 
following priority order:

• Students for whom the school is the designated 
neighbourhood Government School

• Students with a sibling at the same permanent residence 
who are attending the school at the same time

• All of the students in order of closeness of their 
permanent residence to the ‘School Neighbourhood 
Zone’ boundary. 



Quarry Hill PS Transition Process
• Information session in May and tour in Education Week

• School tours available upon request with student leaders 
and a school leader

• Mon 6th  November (Prep Picnic)

• Tues 14th  November Classroom visit

• Mon 20th  November Classroom visit (meet buddies)

• Tues 12th December Classroom visit and parent 
information session 

• Welcome back basket picnic (Term 1 2018)



Quarry Hill PS Transition Process
Successes of the Transition program (as listed by parents): 
• Buddy program
• Prep picnic
• Holiday letter
• Information sessions & booklets
• Approachability of principal, staff and office staff

• Social events – e.g. Welcome Back Picnic.

Reasons why parents choose Quarry Hill for their Prep child: 

• Reputation of school and staff 
• Building layout/quadrangle/playgrounds/bushland
• Academic results
• The ‘feel’ or working and learning environment of the school.



We Value ….. 

INTEGRITY:
• Being true to oneself 
• Owning our choices 
• Being honest 
• Respecting people, property 

and the environment 
• Being positive ambassadors 

for Quarry Hill PS.



We Value ….. 

A SENSE OF BELONGING:
• Feeling safe
• Being a part of a community
• Being inclusive and accepting
• Being friendly
• Caring for others.



We Value ….. 

PASSION FOR LEARNING:
• Being curious, 
• Being inquisitive, 
• Being active thinkers
• Being engaged learners.



You Can Do It!

1. Organisation
2. Persistence
3. Confidence (academic and social)
4. Resilience (emotional)
5. Getting along.

The core purpose of this social competencies program is to develop our 
students’ social and emotional capabilities, including the five foundations as 
outlined above. 

5 Keys to Success



Buildings and Grounds

• Junior and senior  play spaces
• Playgrounds, hard courts and 
• astro-turf areas
• Bushland area
• New buildings and upgrades 

pending
• Chook nook and vegetable garden
• Hard court spaces
• Three sand pits
• Multi-purpose building
• Unique and original quadrangle 

and buildings.



The Bushland
• Space dedicated to nature
• Play and learning space
• Contains natural 

amphitheatre, camp fire 
pit, eco-shed, water tanks, 
natural sandpit, water 
pump and plenty of sticks 
and logs to build cubbies. 



The Bushland

• Promotes imaginative 
play 

• Involves confidence 
building and some risk 
taking activity 
Promotes 
collaborative play e.g. 
pumping water to the 
sandpit, cubby 
construction

• Includes a rock 
climbing facility. 



Buildings and Grounds
The school received an 
initial grant of $1.9M for 
Capital Works infrastructure 
and maintenance.  

Main changes:
• Moving of Room 10
• New administration area 

including:
• First aid room
• Administration 

offices 
• Staffroom
• New library

• Covered basketball court
• Redesigning current 

storage
• Condition maintenance 

on current buildings.



The Quarry Hill ‘Family’
• Focus on building community
• Provide opportunities for interaction e.g. multi-aged days once a 

term
• High level of whole-school events and activities 
• Emphasis on shared responsibilities and the home/school 

partnership
• High expectations – effort and conduct

Parental Involvement

 Is all about the children and helps boosts 
their achievement

 Is important as schools alone cannot 
provide the complete education children 
require

 Creates trust in the school and allows 
children to achieve their best

Student success is related to parent expectations



Building Strong Foundations
Literacy and Numeracy - At least 3 hours a day

Personal and Social Capability - The Personal and Social 

Capability helps students to understand themselves and others, 
and manage their relationships, lives, work and learning more 
effectively. 

The capability involves students learning to recognise and 
regulate emotions, develop empathy for others and understand 
relationships. It aims to support students to build positive 
relationships, work effectively in teams, develop leadership skills, 
and handle challenging situations constructively.

Specialist Programs – Art, Music, Physical Education, Chinese

Other Interventions –Literacy and numeracy intervention, 

speech, wellbeing worker, psychologist (where available)



Strong 
Commitment to 
Digital 
Technologies

• Laptops and netbooks

• I-Pads

• Hovercams

• Whiteboards

• Flip cameras

• BYOD Grades 4-6

• BeeBots



Before and After School Care
• Available to all children 5 days a week

• Before School Care- 6:45-8:45am

• After School Care- 3:30-6:00pm

• Information about Camp Australia, its services 
and cost, can be found in the Information 
Booklet.



The First Few Weeks in a Prep Classroom

• Books will come home. Please read 
to your child

• Classroom timetable
• Becoming ‘school ready’
• Classroom reading helpers from 

March onwards
• Utilise pick up/drop off times in the 

quadrangle to meet others and 
organise play dates

• Parent information sessions
• Prep Interviews –Wednesdays in 

February 
• Rest Days – Wednesdays in February.



The First Few Weeks in a Prep Classroom

Creating our Learning Environment
• Establishing the classroom environment and 

routines
• Responsibilities and expectations
• Health and Wellbeing
• Physical and emotional environment
• You Can Do It! and School Values
• Restorative Practices and Circle Time
• Establishing a home/school partnership
• Parent/Teacher Interviews
• Assessment



How do you know when your child is ready for school?
What are the building blocks necessary to develop school readiness?
• Self Regulation: The ability to obtain, maintain and change emotion, behaviour, attention and activity level 

appropriate for a task or situation.

• Sensory processing: Accurate processing of sensory stimulation in the environment as well as in one’s own 
body that influences attention and learning that effects how you sit, hold a pencil and listen to the teacher.

• Receptive language (understanding): Comprehension of spoken language (e.g. the teachers instructions).

• Expressive language (using language): Producing speech or language that can be understood by others 
(e.g. talking to friends).

• Articulation: The ability to clearly pronounce individual sounds in words.

• Executive functioning: Higher order reasoning and thinking skills (e.g. What do I need to pack to take to 
school?)

• Emotional development/regulation: The ability to perceive emotion, integrate emotion to facilitate 
thought, understand emotions and regulate emotions (for a child’s own responses to challenges).

• Social skills: Determined by the ability to engage in reciprocal interaction with others (either verbally or 
non-verbally), to compromise with others and to be able to recognise and follow social norms.

• Planning and sequencing: The sequential multi-step task/activity performance to achieve a well-defined 
result (e.g. a cut and paste task or a simple maths worksheet).



What can be done to improve school readiness skills?
In the lead up to school start, the following activities can be helpful:

• Parenting expectations: Increase expectations of your child around self care tasks such as dressing, toileting, 
eating, and getting ready to leave the house. Provide only verbal rather than physical ‘help’ to complete the tasks 
where possible.

• Social skills: Encourage your child to develop relationships with other (unfamiliar) children of a similar age, and 
arrange suitable ‘play dates’ for social interaction practice where the adults actively facilitate this play practice.

• Books: Expose your child to books to prepare them for literacy so they learn to sit through the entirety of a book.

• Early preparation: Start preparing your child for school at the age of 4 by talking about expectations at school, 
appropriate behaviour, and regularly engaging in ‘sit down’ activities.

• Collaboration: Work with your child’s preschool teacher to identify any signs of deficit or slower development so 
that these areas can be targeted before your child starts school.

• Visual strategies: Use visuals (such as picture schedules) to help your child understand the routine of their day 
both at home and at preschool or kindergarten. You could even make visuals for school in advance (note: many 
commercial books serve as a rough visual schedule as a starting point). Transition visits are a good time to ask the 
teacher what the rough schedule is likely to be, and ideally to take some relevant photos at the same time.

• Outings: Prepare your child for school excursions by going to places such as the library, the zoo, the shopping 
centre and help them to understand appropriate behaviour in these environments. Visits to the school play 
ground, toilet block and classroom door on the weekends or during school holidays before school start may also 
be helpful to familiarise them with the new setting.

• Fine motor skill development: This is an area that will be a large part of the activities undertaken at school, so 
developing these skills will enable your child to participate in activities much more easily and willingly. This really 
means practising cutting, colouring, drawing, and writing their name.



School Communication

• School uses FlexiBuzz to 
communicate with parents.

• Newsletter

• Special events

• Updates

• Calendar

• Able to complete absence

• Request appointment with 
teacher

• Available on app store

• Download and find QHPS

• Load Room 7 

• Website 
www.quarryhillps.vic.edu.au

http://www.quarryhillps.vic.edu.au/

